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WeICO| I Ie FrOI I l rejoicing that this good man had gone to heavenregion experienced historic flooding, and so we

- Soon after, the most diverse assembly eveontinue to rebuild homes and lives.
the B IS h Op of cardinals from around the world gathered to  Pope Francis’ repeated challenges to care for the
pray and dialogue over several days until thejpast among us, the migrants and refugees of the
My dear friends, entered into a conclave to choose a new Bishoworld, must be a measure of our discipleship. Pope

of Rome — our new pope. On just the secondLeo’s choice of the name Leo, inspired by Pope Leo

Our annual impact report special issue of Thelay of the conclave and after only four ballotsXIll who wrote “Rerum novarum,” an encyclical
Western Kentucky Catholic properly gives u€ardinal Robert Francis Prevost was introducean Catholic social teaching, signals that he too will
an opportunity to look at the engagement of thdo the world as Pope Leo XIV. And against allspeak to the world of us of bearing the Gospel of
diocese and our parishes in so many good works.conventional wisdom he is an American, in factJesus to the poor.

This year, however, our attention has been drawd.S.-born, though much of his ministry has been There are thousands of catechists, lectors,
to see the Catholic Church with a global view. Fospent in Peru in South America. Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, and
several weeks we became accustomed to daily reportd/ith the backdrop of this historic shift, we those who visit the sick and homebound, who carry
on the health of Pope Francis. At the age of 88 antbntinue our journey of missionary discipleshipthe light of Christ forth from our parishes. Truly,
with several chronic health issues, he suffered wittere in western Kentucky. We find our Church the work of discipleship is entrusted to us all. Join
double pneumonia. His strong will brought himconcluding a three-year National Eucharisticme in prayer though that men and women will hear
home to Vatican City from the hospital, and duringRevival, the highpoint being the grand Eucharisticand answer the Lord’s extraordinary call to discern
Holy Week he made multiple public appearancegongress in Indianapolis last summer, attended bgpecial vocations to priesthood and consecrated life.
but his frailty was clear for all to see. several hundred from the Diocese of Owensboro. | also ask for your prayers as we launch our Priest

On Easter Sunday he extended his apostolic It will soon be four years since the catastrophidketirement Home Capital Campaign, an initiative
blessing to pilgrims at St. Peter's Square artdrnadoes tore through western Kentucky. Ourto give back to our retired priests who have given of
throughout the world. On Easter Monday morningCatholic Charities continues to partner with themselves throughout their lives.
we learned that Pope Francis had died. other agencies and organizations in helping This report of our Church’'s mission is an

This set in motion days of mourning but alsosurvivors rebuild their lives. Just this year ouexciting story. It is a story that every person is
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called to become a part of. As you read this st a1 . . 30 . [
in the following pages, pray that you will be open EE'IgIﬂIJE Ff‘lEE‘l'.E . .
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| am so very proud of the Diocese of Owensbc A3
and | thank God for our people. Be assured of r SRR 140 + B
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Your generosity helps us
Disciol witness Christ and carry
R ISCIPIES "t His mission. From
Feigonse October 2023 to
- September 2024, your
gifts changed thousands
of lives.

$ 596,858 Raised
3,145 Donors @@

ELIZABETH WONG BARNSTEAD | WKC

Gratitude from the Stewardship Of ce

Dear Friends in Christ,

As members of our faith-filled community of the Diocese of Owensboro, we are part of a ri
tradition of living our Catholic faith through service, generosity, and the gifts we received fro
the Holy Spirit. We see how God works through each of us to care for one another, support o
parishes, and build up the Church for future generations.

One of the most powerful ways to continue that legacy of faith is through planned giving. I
including your parish in your will or estate plans, you help ensure that the mission of the Churc
continues to thrive for generations to come. A planned gift through the Catholic Foundatior
of Western Kentucky is a meaningful way to express your faith, support the ministries you lo
and leave a lasting spiritual legacy.

We also take time to reflect with gratitude on the faithful priests who have walked wit|
us through life’s most sacred moments — celebrating our marriages, baptizing our childre
administering sacraments, and providing funeral Mass during the passing of our loved on
Their presence has been a constant source of spiritual strength and support.

We have 11 priest who are retired; it is our time to give back. This summer, we are launch
the Priest Retirement Home Capital Campaign, an initiative to build four dedicated residence
for our retired priests.

To share more about this important effort, we will be hosting six receptions at parish hal
across the diocese. These gatherings will provide an opportunity to learn more about t

campaign, ask questions, and explore how your generosity can be part of this meanin
effort.

God has blessed each of us in unique ways, and this is our time to be generous with the ¢
He has entrusted to us.

If you would like more information about the legacy giving opportunities or the Priest
Retirement Home Capital Campaign, please feel free to call me at (270) 852-8348 or email
at valeria.vessels@pastoral.org. | would be happy to meet in person or connect in whatevel
IS most convenient for you.

Thank you for your continued prayers, generosity, and unwavering commitment to th
Church.

Blessings,

Voo Weosls

Valeria Vessels
Director of Stewardship & Development
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AR, The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage
L?? A Comes to the Diocese of Owensboro

c‘@ By Elizabeth Wong Barnstead, The Western Kentucky Catholic
c? From June 30 to July 3, the St. Juan Diego Route of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage visited the Diocese of Owen:
4) The visit included processions, Mass, witness talks, Adoration, a mini-retreat, the opportunity to go to confession, s
6 V l\' P* meals, and fellowship — all within the theme of celebrating the National Eucharistic Revival as a cammunity.

Monday, July 1

RILEY GREIF | WKC

(left) A mural with the words
“Welcome” is seen in the
background as the faithful
process through  downtown
Franklin, Ky., during the visit
of the National Eucharistic
Pilgrimage to western Kentucky.
As part of the procession, two
teen parishioners of St. Mary
Parish in Franklin carry a banner
that reads “St. Mary’s Catholic
Church Comunidad Hispana.”

e o 0 0 0 0 0 o B

ELIZABETH WONG BARNSTEAD | WKC

Following an early morning Mass, Fr. Tom Buckman, pastor
of St. Mary Parish in Franklin, leads a Eucharistic procession
through the neighborhood on July 1.

RILEY GREIF | WKC

After concluding
in Franklin, the
Eucharistic Pilgrimage

ELIZABETH WONG BARNSTEAD | WKC iEElEel 1D SEEE
Fr. Tom Buckman, pastor of St. Mary Parish in Franklin, blesses Heart . Rarish . in
a woman during the distribution of Holy Communion in the Russellwl_le for a period
evening of June 30, 2024. Following a solemn Eucharistic of Adoration, f°"9W9d
procession from the town square into the church, a 6 p.m. Mass by Iunch and witness
in Spanish was held at St. Mary's as the National Eucharistic talks given _by e
Revival arrived in the Diocese of Owensboro. After Mass, the Perpetual Rilgrims.
parish hosted a holy hour and benediction, followed by a meal

in the parish hall.

Continues on page 6
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Pilgrimage continued from page 5

RILEY GREIF | WKC

Fr. Wade Menezes, CPM, offers a re ection during
the visit of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage to the
Fathers of Mercy.

RILEY GREIF | WKC

That afternoon, the Eucharistic Pilgrimage led the faithful on a 4.5-mile-long Eucharistic procession
to the Fathers of Mercy chapel in Auburn, Ky. There, people had the chance to spend time in
Adoration and go to confession.

e o o o
RILEY GREIF | WKC
On July 2, the Perpetual Pilgrims share witness
stories with the young people attending
Expedition Camp for 5th and 6th graders at
Gasper River Catholic Youth Camp and Retreat
Center. This day provided a needed break for the ELIZABETH WONG BARNSTEAD | WKC
Pilgrims, who had an opportunity to rest before In the evening of July 1, a Eucharistic procession enters the grounds of Gasper River Catholic Youth Camp and
the next leg of their pilgrimage. Retreat Center in Bowling Green. The procession led to the camp’s chapel, where campers received benedic -

tion before the Blessed Sacrament was reposed for the night.

Continues on page 7
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Pilgrimage continued from page 6

Tuesday’Julyz © © 0 00600000000 000000000000000000000000000 Wednesday,JulyS

ELIZABETH WONG BARNSTEAD | WKC °

Sr. Cheryl Clemons, OSU, leads an afternoon retreat :
ELIZABETH WONG BARNSTEAD | WKC on the topic of the Eucharist in the parish hall at Holy o
Altar servers lead a Eucharistic procession through downtown Bowling Green on July 3. Spirit Parish in Bowling Green. Later that afternoon, o
Following an early morning Mass at St. Joseph in Bowling Green, the faithful processed to Holy Spirit would host the concluding celebration o
nearby St. Thomas Aquinas Newman Center at Western Kentucky University. After exposition of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage’s visit to the o
and a rosary, the faithful processed back to St. Joseph. Diocese of Owensboro. :

RILEY GREIF | WKC
Bishop Willam F Medley lifts the Eucharist during the

ELIZABETH WONG BARNSTEAD | WKC consecration at the July 3, 2024 Mass at Holy Spirit Parish

The nal Eucharistic procession takes place around the campus of Holy Spirit Parish in Bowling Green, in Bowling Green. This closing Mass concluded the visit

on July 3, the last day of the visit of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage to the Diocese of Owensboro. of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage to the Diocese of
Owensboro.
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Worshiping
Together as a
Community of

Faith

By Dcn. Ken Bennett, Office of Worship

The Office of Worship is active in various diocesan
liturgical celebrations throughout the year. Some of the';se
include the Rainbow Mass celebrating Catholic schools,
Black Catholic History Month celebrations, Chrism Mass
and ordinations.

Our focus last year was the National Eucharistic Revwal
The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage traveled through our
diocese on its way to the National Eucharistic Congress§ in
Indianapolis, and made stops at five locations in our diocefse.
The Office of Worship organized Eucharistic processions,
retreats and workshops at each location with hundreds §of
people participating along the way. :

In addition to the activities surrounding the Natlonal
Eucharistic Pilgrimage, the Office of Worship and Music
sponsored workshops for Extraordinary Ministers of Hoiy
Communion and liturgical musicians in Owensboro anél
Bowling Green — with the goal of reaching more Iocatior§|s
around the diocese this year. :

The Office of Worship tracks the annual Mass counfs
in September and can report that for the fourth year in :a
row, Mass attendance is up. Also, 262 catechumens and
candidates participated in the Rite of Election this year, agaln
representing an increase from 2024.

In this Jubilee Year of Hope, we are reminded that our
hope lies in Christ alone and it is in and through his Church
we are brought to that hope.

Eucharistic Pilgrimage
(Diocese of Owensboro)

600+ participants joined the
Saint Juan Diego pilgrimage
route through our diocese
(June 30-July 1)

Many parishes hosted their
own Eucharistic Revival
events

Hearts on Fire

2,000+ participants in the
Acts 2:42 series created by
our Evangelization &
Discipleship Office

Sarah Kroger kicked off
the "Walk with One”
initiative in our diocese

What happens when Kentuckians join 60,000 participants from
50 U.S. states, 17 countries, and various Eastern and Western
churches and speaking over 40 languages at the National Eucharistic
Congress? Spirits are moved and hearts are set a ame.

Spirits are moved, hearts are set a ame, and a profound sense
of unity in Christ emerges. Lives are transformed as the universal
Church comes together, bridging cultures and languages in a shared
encounter with the living Eucharist.

National Eucharistic Revival (2022-2025)

National Eucharistic Congress (July
17-21, 2025, Indianapolis, IN)

60,000+ NEC passes claimed
200 bishops in attendance
1,176 priests

1,236 men and women religious
634 deacons

614 seminarians (including one of

our own from St. Meinra

250+ attendees from the Diocese
of Owensboro

143 speakers and presenters
83 years since the last NEC

4-foot-tall monstrance used in
liturgies and Eucharistic
processions

200,000+ consecrated hosts
distributed

2033 is when the next NEC is
scheduled

Diocese of Owensboro | Annual Impact Report
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M US|C Of Ce H eIpS By Heather Greene, Office of Worship

1 1 Serving as the Director of the Office of Music for our diocese has been a truly meaningful and joy-
ParISheS’ Dlocese’ filled experience. | stepped into this role in June 2024 and was immediately welcomed into a beautifu
Dee pe n P rayer whirlwind of liturgical and musical activity. It has been a gift to help support the prayer life of our diocese

through music and to witness how music continues to uplift and unite our faith communities.

This year, our office had the privilege of providing music for several special diocesan events. W
celebrated the dedication of new altars at three different parishes, as well as the inspiring dedicatio
of Resurrection Parish’s new church — a true resurrection! We also provided music for diocesan-wit
celebrations including the Chrism Mass, our priest’'s prayer days and convocation, Mass for couple
marking significant wedding anniversaries, the Sophia Awards Mass, Black Catholic History Month, anc
a prayer service for healing for those impacted by sexual abuse, as well as many other prayer and N
opportunities throughout the year.

The Office of Music is here to serve as a support system for our parish musicians and a resource f
liturgical planning throughout the diocese. | am so grateful for this ministry and for all who share their
musical gifts to help deepen the prayer and worship of our Church.

Forming and Accompanying in a Year of Mission and

By Dcn. Jay W. VanHoosier, Office of Faith Formation

Over the past year, the Diocese of Owensboro’s Office of Faith Formation has embraced its®
with renewed hope, fostering a culture of discipleship and vocations in every form — priesthood,
life, marriage, and lay ministry. Through dynamic support of parish catechetical leaders, engaging--
services, and comprehensive catechist formation, the office has strengthened the heart of faith co@Ii '
across the Diocese of Owensboro. From leading Confirmation retreats that inspired young
offering enriching OCIA presentations for those seeking full communion with the Church, the
was clear: to form and accompany.

A highlight was the Owensboro Catholic Schools All Staff Back-to-School Retreat, where e
were empowered to see their vocation as a daily witness to Christ. The office also partnered cl ’} _
the Catholic school system, ensuring catechetical certification upheld the integrity of faith edi "f_'_’./"\w'
Participation in diocesan days of reflection further deepened spiritual renewal across ministries. - j

Looking back, the Office of Faith Formation celebrates not just programs delivered, but lives to.
hundreds of individuals inspired to live out their unique vocations. This year stands as a testamen COURTESY OF FAITH FORMATION OFFICE

Dcn. Jay W. VanHoosier, director of the Of ce of Faith
hope in Christ and a commitment to mission can accomplish within our comniunity.

Formation, speaks about the Blessed Mother during a
March 8, 2025 formation day for catechists in Paducah.

2024-2025 9
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By Danny May, Office of Marriage & Family Life
This Jubilee Year of Hope, we're trying to bring more hope to couples by strengthening

Bringing More Hope to
M O re M arrlag eS the vocation of marriage.
Better support for struggling marriages is one of the biggest impacts we've experienced |
\ — - - = the Office of Marriage & Family Life this past year. We refer couples regularly to Retrouvaille
; (M retreats in Nashville or Louisville, and we do have a list of counselors we can refer people t
through Catholic Charities, but it's always nice to have multiple options that best fit your
experience.

Today, we're thrilled to be building a “Marriage Care Team” as another option for couples
or spouses having difficulty in their marriages. That care team will consist of people in our
diocese who have been trained to do mindset coaching, healing prayer, and/or spiritual
direction. We plan to announce the care team this summer and make it readily available.

Another option we're excited about is our new partnership with The Alexander House
apostolate, which trains “Marriage Disciple” coaching couples to walk with couples who
want to strengthen and restore their marriage through a series of sessions exploring God’
plan for marriage. In April 2025, Alexander House founders Greg and Julie Alexander came
COURTESY OF DANNY MAY to Owensboro and trained two more Marriage Disciple couples from our diocese. We now

have three couples trained to be Marriage Disciples for couples in our diocese who woulc
like to receive coaching.

Preservation, Dissemination, and Accessibility

By Edward Wilson, Archives parishioners.
This year the archives worked closely with localln only the first four months and a few days i
institutions to celebrate our rich Catholic history 2025, the diocese and Mount archives have han
western Kentucky. more than 68 research requests, delivered a&
We displayed an exhibit in the Owensbord7 photographs for photo requests, and assigEsE=
Museum of Science and History’s primamcademic researchers from as far away as New
exhibition space for four-and-a-half months. This Each year, we digitize, archive and preseg
exposed thousands of individuals to the herdice thousands of sacramental records from all 78
150-year legacy of the Ursuline Sisters of Mouynarishes, adding them to the hundreds of thousands
Saint Joseph. A display of century-old Madonabieady under our protection. We work closely witf previous policy procedures. The archive also
paintings was presented in Brescia University’s @atishes, priests, and parishioners to track domroduces a monthly article for The Western
gallery, attracting many to view the treasures of sacramental records and safe environment recdf@mtucky Catholic.
local Church. The program with Saint Meinradrom across the country. We work with nearly everyThe goal of the archive is threefold: preservation,
continues in which we help our seminarians leadiocesan office for matters including blueprints falissemination and accessibility — we are at the service
about our local history to better serve their futureew construction; to priests’ wills; to consultatior§ our Church, her people and our histany.

COURTESY OF ARCHIVES

10 Diocese of Owensboro | Annual Impact Report
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Supporting

Those Who
Discern

- ’ \
e —

COURTESY OF COMMUNICATIONS

By Fr. Daniel Dillard, Office of Vocations

As | transition from my role in the Diocese of Owensboro’s Office of Vocations, | am proud of the work that has been done to build up the future of our di
By the end of this summer, we will have ordained four men, had 12 men accepted into seminary, and more than 25 young men make official visits to the
as part of their ongoing discernment journeys. Several men have entered seminary and have successfully discerned that their vocations lay elsewhere

However, the most important thing | have realized is that | am not the one who does the calling. In my time in the office and before, there have been men | was c
God was calling to be a priest who discerned for a while and moved in a different direction. Some entered seminary and left, and some never entered at all.

Here is what is most essential: please support the men in our diocese who are discerning God'’s call.

This is especially crucial if you know them personally, because if a man feels the call from God and is not supported by his friends and family, it is not likely tl
respond. | leave you with this plea, to pray for an increase in vocations to our diocese and to the whole Church, and pray that those called have the aourage to resj

Journeys of Formation

By Elizabeth Wong Barnstead, The Western Kenpakicipated in this initial year of the seminaryarish is St. Joseph Parish in Bowling Green, had
Catholic journey, which is a formation stage to develop a lileen ordained to the transitional diaconate on Jan.

This past year, two seminarians of the Diocexferayer, study, fraternity, and appropriate docilig, 2025, and was recently ordained to the diocesan
of Owensboro completed in their Propaedeutto formation. Meanwhile, seminarian Hunterpriesthood this past May 31. He will be assigned
year at Saint Meinrad Seminary and School DBickens of St. Thomas More Parish in Paducdh Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Hopkinsville, and
Theology in St. Meinrad, Indiana. Tommy Rhode®mpleted his First Discipleship year at Saim several years will be on loan to the Archdiocese
of St. Lawrence Parish in Philpot and Wes Wheatlginrad, which follows the Propaedeutic yeafor the Military Services, U.S.A., as an Air Force
of St. Rose of Lima Parish in Cloverport botbcn. Conrad Jaconette, a seminarian whose horoeaplain.n

2024-2025 11
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A Year of Growth
and Grace: by R
Celebrating the — gacaisise
Resilience of Our /i
Catholic Schools “& 'M m-

RILEY GREIF | WKC
By David Kessler, Superintendent of the Catholic@ifl?%lé"ass for Catholic Schools is held on Sept. 18, 2024 at the Owenshoro Sportscenter.
Office
As | reflect on the past academic year, I'm  define our mission. This year, we strengthened strong moral foundation in every student. Parish

filled with gratitude and pride for the many our Catholic education through daily prayer, and pastor support further deepened the spiritual
accomplishments within our Catholic schools  sacramental preparation, and intentional spirituallives of our school communities. The safety of
in the Diocese of Owensboro. Our Catholic formation. Our faculty and staff served not only our students and staff is a top priority. This

schools remain rooted in the Gospel values that as educators but as spiritual mentors, nurturing gpast year we strengthened our school security by
updating emergency protocols, increasing physical
security measures, and providing additional
training for faculty and staff to respond in various
situations. Despite the financial constraints we
face, our Catholic schools continue to deliver an
outstanding academic experience. Standardized
test scores across our system exceed both state and
national averages, and our graduates consistently

. with financial constraints, we have learned to be
6 329 TeaCheI‘S 3 y 750 StUdentS ‘I%“ innovative and resourceful. Fundraising efforts,

alumni networks, and parish support have made it

................................... e e aeaeaeaeneseneararararararasasnsnssnss . 00SSblE far.our schools. to keep tuition affordable
: (W and continue investing in classroom technology,
202 798 (- teacher development, and facility improvements.
(- The accomplishments of this past year are a
9% 20% 21.0 Ave rage testament to the strength and resilience of our

Minority Non-Catholic 2024 ACT Catholic school community

12 Diocese of Owensboro | Annual Impact Report
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Diccese Catholic Schools Food Service

Breakfast — 31,072
Lunch - 37,413
Supper - 4,755

73,240

Total meals served

These meals were served across Wester
Kentucky, in multiple counties where wg

operate schools under the National Schoo
Lunch and Summer Feeding Program.

RACHEL HALL |
WKC

Holy Name of Jesus
School students
smile during %
Rainbow Mass for
Catholic Schools on
Sept. 18, 2024.

Ty S

RACHEL HALL | WKC

oS 10, fdi

Students wave from a school bus after Rainbow Mass for Catholic Schools on Sept. 18, 2024.

RACHEL HALL | WKC

Jake Mills, a student of Mary Carrico Catholic School,
is seen at Rainbow Mass for Catholic Schools on Sept.
18, 2024.

2024-2025
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Helping Youth and
Young Adults Find Thelir
|dentity, Belonging, and

Purpose

By Charlie Hardesty, Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry

Fuller Youth Institute recently concluded in a study on youth and faith that the three big questions that every teenager needs answered are: Who am
do | belong? And what is my purpose? Much of the work we have been doing through the Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry in 2024 has been to hel
and young adults better understand their identity, belonging, and purpose through the lens of their relationship with Jesus Christ and the Catholic fait
answers to these three questions have an enormous impact on the vocational discernment for young people.

Many of the events we hold throughout the diocese have continued to maintain strong and even increasing attendance. Our message at those ¢
continues to invite youth and young adults into relationship with Jesus Christ and his Church. We also deeply desire that young people find the answers
three big questions in the context of their Catholic faith.

Some of the most important work that our office does is to help support and train adult leaders in the parish and schools for accompanying young pe«
gather with Parish Catechetical Leaders every month for prayer, formation, networking, and community. In the fall, we held two Saturday morning wo
called “Engaging Youth,” which shared information about the current generations we are ministering to, ways to focus our ministry towards answering th
big questions, and better strategies for questions and conversations with young people. The “Engaging Youth” workshop can be brought to your parish ar
to help equip adults who are working with youth.

At the end of the day, the secret sauce for working with young people seems to be creating a community of joy and surrounding them with adults who
office will continue to help our parish leaders do that work to the best of our ahilities.

Around 35 students from WKU, Murray State, and Brescia attended
the SEEK Conference in January :

15 young adults participated in the spring or fall
Journey Hike Retreat

WKU and Murray State came together for a campus ministry
retreat at Gasper River

BG Catholic, OBKY Catholic, & Paducah-Lakes Area Catholic Young
Adults offer regular events

14 Diocese of Owensboro | Annual Impact Report
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Over 30 adults attended the

Engaging Youth workshops

3 youth ministry
leaders attended
ProjectYM’s
Thriveanooga Formation.

12 youth ministry leaders
attended YM Overnight
Retreat and Formation

29 youth & adults
participated in the fifth
O . Lazarus Retreat

?‘=' 500 youth & adults
participated in the 27th
annual YOUTH 2000 retreat

youth and
3 8 3 adults attended
the Owensboro

Diocese Youth
Conference

COURTESY OF CHARLIE HARDESTY
The participants of Lazarus Retreat 2024 smile for a group photo at Gasper River.

“At the end of the day, the secret sauce for
working with young people seems to be creating a
community of joy and surrounding them with adults
who care. Our of ce will continue to help our parish

leaders do that work to the best of our abilities.”

- Charlie Hardesty

2024-2025
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number of retreat groups. Amazon wish list which many people have already
And for the fourth summer in a row, a camper generously provided for us. We are also still looking
options for a new building for retreats and
Church after their experiences at camp. conferences, and bridges/walkways across the river
Tower #68 to better accommodate our campers

whose family was not Catholic joined the Catholic at

The 2024 summer camp program was recordto

breaking. We served well over 500 campers (ousnd retreatants

biggest summer ever), and had 20 summer staff

By Ben Warrell, Gasper River Catholic Youth Caimiking summer camp, with 46 volunteers and five
and Retreat Center Staff In Training (SIT). During summer camp, we

God has blessed us again with another amazingerved over 15,500 meals and led ropes course and
year for Gasper River. We continue to be filled up —river activities daily. We also had our 11th summer
with no decrease — during retreat season, and eadaffer/camper enter religious life and one more
new summer of camp is larger than the last. Youngf our summer staff entered seminary at Saint
people can hear and respond to God'’s call here dleinrad in the fall!
Gasper River, and the fruit of the ministry here at We visited many parishes and schools in and
Gasper River continues to grow each year. outside of our diocese than ever before, including

Retreat season also includes our Christmas/Nevall three Catholic Newman Centers in our diocese,
Year's Camp, which had 42 high schoolers endindeading retreats, game nights and recruiting campers
one year and beginning the next here at campand summer staffers.
A former camper from southern Indiana joined It was another great year for growth, outreach
seminary for the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. Ourand evangelization at Gasper River Catholic Youth
fourth former summer staffer now teaches religionCamp & Retreat Center. The future is exciting and
in our diocesan Catholic schools. Every year sinderight for our ministry.
the break during the pandemic, we have increased For the near future, we have updated our wish
our number of summer campers and our totallist that can be found on our website and our

16
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Support
Gasper River
at https://
www.gasper-
riverretreat-
center.org/
support-gas-
per-river.

(Photos on this page and the previous page by Riley Greif and Elizabeth Wong Barnstead.)
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By Dcn. Chris Gutiérrez, Office of Hispanic/Latino Ministry
Dear friends of the Diocese of Owensboro: thank
you so much for the continuous support so many of you
provide and in various ways for the diocese to continue
to grow and sustain its Hispanic/Latino ministry outreach. Especially now, during a difficult time of trial
and uncertainty for so many immigrant families in our diocese, your love, prayers and support mean a lot.
Pope Francis will be remembered and missed by Hispanic/Latinos for many reasons and connections,
but for the purpose of this 2024 impact report, | would like to just mention some aspects in connection to
him, that for the last year have motivated God’s people in our diocese.
Hispanic/Latino Catholics are always grateful to participate in various Eucharistic processions and

events in our diocese. The National Eucharistic Revival blessed us with renewal and strengthening of

devotion and love for Jesus in the Eucharist. This was especially true when the National Eucharistic
Pilgrimage passed through our diocese, and Hispanic/Latino Catholics had the opportunity to celebrate
devotions and beloved faith traditions.

Pope Francis in his encyclical, “Evangelii Gaudium,” reminded us: “Each Christian and every community
must discern the path that the Lord points out, but all of us are asked to obey his call to go forth from our
own comfort zone in order to reach all the “peripheries” in need of the light of the Gospel” (EG #20). In
connection to the National Eucharistic Revival, our diocese lived this out through the initiative of Acts 2:42
(Hechos 2,42). This fostered missionary discipleship by forming small faith-based groups/communities in
homes and off church premises, friendly to those perhaps distant or hesitant about coming to a church
building or hall.

I am thankful to everyone, including our wonderful communications office, for this amazing annual
impact report, and for your support and love for this ministry. As we joyfully embrace the papacy of
our new Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV, the Hispanic/Latino community in our diocese will continue to
contribute generously and share their many talents, joy, faith, and deep love for thenChurch.

(Photos on this page by Riley Greif and
Elizabeth Wong Barnstead.)
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Hope Does Not
Disappoint:

Catholic Charities
Presses Onward

By Susan Montalvo-Gesser, Catholic Charities of the

Diocese of Owensboro By Harry E. Pedigo, Executive Director of St. Bgagelict case management, and attend therapy. For
“Spes non confundit; hope does notand Daniel Pitino Shelters those able to successfully transition into perma

disappoint” (Romans 5:5). | have wrestled with As we reflect on the past year at St. Benedict&st housing, we have helped furnish their new

this verse most of my life because my life arshelter, we recognize both the challenges we Havmes, ensuring they have the essentials to begin

most of the lives of those we accompany hefaced and the impact we have made. While ttteeir next chapter.

at Catholic Charities are filled struggle andhumber of individuals we serve has declined, it Most importantly, we have loved as Christ

disappointment. In this Jubilee Year, when wé not due to a decrease in homelessness — onweld — without judgment — and with grace, mer

are called to be Pilgrims of Hope in a world filleccontrary, the need is greater than ever. The reatiyy and truth.

with despair, fear, and separation, the courage e that transition times are taking longer as individ None of this would be possible without the un

hope may seem naive. But our hope is “groundadils struggle with the lack of affordable housingavering support of our donors, volunteers, and

in the certainty that nothing and no one maylimited access to higher-paying jobs, and numerdluis broader community. It has been incredibly in

ever separate us from God's love” (Spes nather systemic barriers. spiring to see past clients return, not only to give
confundit, Pope Francis Bull of Indication of Despite these challenges, we have remaitedk but to serve others, reinforcing the cycle of
Jubilee, May 9, 2024.) steadfast in our mission, providing critical suppadnbpe and transformation.

In that spirit, Catholic Charities started to men, women, children, and families through As we celebrate 20 years of service, we are
working with other organizations to hostour Men’s Facility, Women and Families Day-She¢minded that St. Benedict's Shelter is not just
community conversations in Owensboro ander, Transitional Housing Program, and Maternaln organization — it is a collective effort built on
Henderson to gain community knowledgeHome. These programs have been instrumentalciompassion, dedication, and faith. Without the
gain civic faith, and learn how to implementhelping individuals and families intervene and preéreless commitment of our staff, community
grassroots solutions to make those communitie®nt homelessness, navigate shelter vacanciesjrerdbers, donors, and the Catholic community,
more hopeful. We continue our work with find stability in the face of uncertainty. we would not have reached this milestone, nor
people on the periphery of our diocese, whether While the journey to housing has become moveould we be able to continue our work in the
it be through disaster survivors, immigrantsdifficult due to shortages, we have seen succesgars to come.
refugees, survivors of abuse or traffickinghe small victories. This year, we helped countlesg-rom the bottom of my heart, thank you. Your
homeless individuals, or those needing mentahdividuals obtain transitional housing, acceg®nerosity and partnership ensure that we can
health counseling. Each one of those persons idreaatment for substance use and mental healthpve forward, providing dignity, stability, and
pilgrim of hopen secure vital documents, receive medications, leope to those who need it most.

2024-2025 19



A Pilgrim of Hope: Survivor Uplifted
Through Catholic Charities

By Susan Montalvo-Gesser, Director of Catholic ©nahi¢giepilgrimage and in 2024 through 2025 Elisa

I met Elisa in 2019. She was a survivor of domgaw that hope does not disappoint. She is but one
tic violence and lived in fear that if she called ttod those 4,100 human persons we have seen through
police, her abuser would kill her or harm her daugthe journey this year. And as we celebrate our new
ters. It took courage for her to come forward and dPope Leo X1V, who tells us to “always be open to
tain a protective order for her and her daughterstdceive... everyone who needs our charity, our pres

advised Elisa of the long process to obtain a U-visenee, dialogue and love,” | am reminded that we
process for survivors of violence, but which lasts @eeive the hope from the pilgrims we have the priv
cades without the benefit of immigration protectioitege to accompany. Thank you for helping us in our
for several years. She bravely started the procespifgrimage of hope

we submitted her petitions in 2020. And we waited.

In December 2021 she and her daughters en
dured another tragedy: losing everything during the
infamous nighttime tornado storm. The day after
the tornado, | arrived to attend Mass at Elisa’s par
ish and look for her and my other clients to learn
whether they were still alive. | found her and her
daughters at Mass and gave them my Our Lady of
Guadelupe statue since theirs had been destroyed
in the storms. | told them Catholic Charities case
managers would be back and promised that if they
reached out for help, we would be there.

Elisa worked with our Catholic Charities case
manager, Karina Gonzalez. Thanks to Karina, many
other community partners, and St. Joseph Parish in
Mayfield who donated the land, we recently got to
place that statue of Our Lady in Elisa’s new home.
In the meantime, her protections from the immigra
tion petitions have borne some fruit and she has a
work permit and deferred action while she waits

URTESY OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES
i tanding in their new home, Catholic Charities client
the U-visa process. Elisa and her two daughters smile with their statue of

She had every reason not to hope in 2019, 205\ Lady of Guadalupe, given fo them by Susan Mon -
' talvo-Gesser, after theirs was lost when the December
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A Falth Com mun Ity who make this mission successful. Their support for

i this program is essential in helping us protect our
That Cares About Kidgnidren andyouh.
The program reinforces, in a peer setting, that
By Janice Hendricks, Office of Safe Environmenttheir faith community cares about their safety and
This past 2024 was a year of progress for ourvdnts them to understand how to seek help if they
fice. We completed our three-year Safe Environmésgl unsafe for any reason. It helps them identiy po
Audit conducted by Stonebridge Business Partnaesitially unsafe situations and know how to handle
Their review of our records and interviews with stéifiem by seeking help from trusted adults. The les
across the diocese confirmed we are in full compbns are written with great attention to the stages of
ance with the USCCB standards and doing well ahild development, to ensure age appropriatenes§ourtesy of a rst-grade student at Sts. Peter and Paul
. . . . Parish in Hopkinsville.
ensuring the safety of all in our care. The audit con The annual contest for Circle of Grace posters
firmation letter is available to read on our websitewas a success. Many children submitted beautiful
This year over 5,000 children participated in o@artwork, some of which is proudly displayed outside
Catholic “Circle of Grace” training program, whiclthe Safe Environment office at McRaith Catholic
teaches them to understand the sacredness of \Wenter.
they are and how to seek help when needed throughto learn more about the Circle of Grace program,
relationships with trusted adults. We are deephsit our website at https://owensborodiocese.org/
blessed with the collaboration of Safe Environmenp-content/uploads/Common-Questions-of-Par
coordir?ators, parish priests, directors of religioegats.pdfn Courtesy of an eighth-grade student at Sts. Peter and
education, and countless other staff and volunteers Paul Parish in Hopkinsville.

Helping and Healing

By Louanne Seibert, Diocesan Tribunal
One of the ways the Church addresses the needs of divorced Catholics is through the ministry offered by
the diocesan Tribunal which is designed to help individuals in the healing process by seeking clarification
regarding the sacramental validity of a previous marriage. The Diocese of Owensboro’s Tribunal accepted 27
formal cases for the year 2024 and rendered 33 Definitive Sentences. There were five cases suspended either
by the parties or the Tribunal for lack of participation. In addition, two Privilege of Faith, three Pauline
Privileges and rendered 2 Decisions, and 12 Ligamen cases were accepted and 11 Decisions were rendered.
The success of the Tribunal continues this year with the training of approximately 15 new Advocates in June
2025 for ministry in parishes throughout the diocese; and with positive feedback regarding the MQnthl¥sy oF boNNA SAUER MILLER
“Tribunal Explains” series in The Western Kentucky Catholic and on social media, which educatesgties of the Canon Law Society of America visit with
faithful on common misconceptions regarding the annulment process. To date in 2025, the Tribdjri?a[glil%mbe“ TETEE Prevmel LR PEEe 2w A0V

e ) 28, 2025 — including Fr. Patrick Cooney, OSB,
accepted 23 new cases, and 25 cases remain in process from previous years. judicial vicar of the Diocese of Owensboro.
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BU|Id|ng Up the Body Of Chrlst Wlth C;eneros'tM | also encourage all parishes to include a reminder

their bulletins asking parishioners to consider
remembering their parish in their will. This simple act
By Valeria Vessels, Director of Stewardship & Devdéheimteumday offertory collections and deepen theif legacy can have a lasting impact. If you need help

In nine parishes across our diocese, Sunday offerfmgshioners’ sense of stewardship. The responsechafting a message or would like sample language, | am
giving has increased by a combined $684,342! been remarkable. happy to assist.

Over a three-year span, that translates to over $2 invite your parish to take part in this program, When we give back to our parish, we are
million going directly to our parishes. Some parishaffered through the Office of Stewardship angdarticipating in something much bigger than ourselves
have seen offertory growth as high as 33%, 29%, 23é&velopment. | will personally walk with you throughwe are building up the Body of Christ. For assistance
with others experiencing steady increases of 10% t#rednine-week process. We have sample materialavitiethe Increased Offertory Program or legacy giving,
more. can personalize for your parish — helping you builgblease contact me, Valeria Vessels, at (270) 852-8348 ol

This is thanks to our proven and free Increasedayerful and intentional culture of giving that fits yowia email at valeria.vessels@pastoral.org.

Offertory Program, offered to parishes ready to grparish.

A Powerhouse of
Faith: Lay Leaders
Serving the
Church

By Dr. Jeff Andrini, Office of Evangelizatio

Discipleship
Consider for a moment the impact of Vatican |
It was a seminal call to the People of God to rec COURTESY OF DR. JEFF ANDRINI
nize that by baptism, we are all anointed to follg Retreat participants help with landscaping during
. . the April 2025 diocesan men'’s retreat held at Rough
and live the mission of Jesus. Look around your River Dam State Resort Park.

ish and the Diocese of Owensboro and you will <
what shared leadership and co-responsibility looks
like! youth ministries, pastoral and finance councils, par We also saw the return of the Catholic Men’s
In this past year we saw 200 adults lead Acts dstRliturgies, and countless other ministries. Retre@bnference of Western Kentucky, where a team of
small groups in 61 of our 78 parishes across thendinistries are also lay-led ministries and serve otbeer a dozen men hosted this 10th annual gather
ocese. Many more adults led Bible studies, praggults such as Christ Renews His Parish in our Hisg for 391 men. That same weekend, the second
groups, and service organizations like St. Vincgaihic communities, Cursillo, Koinonia, and Genannual Joy, Laughter & Holiness women’s retreat,
de Paul, plus hundreds more serve in children andsaret retreats. led by a talented team of women from St. Ann in

Continues on page 23
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Powerhouse continued from page 22

Morganfield, sold out with 258 attending. And this past April, we hosted a men'’s retreat at Rough River Dam State Resort Park, which focused on the fo
of men’s ministries: worship, formation, service, and social.

We thank God for Bishop Medley and our priests who have accepted the call to the ministerial priesthood and for all the laypeople of our parishes v
accepted the call to live our common baptism as leaders in the Church. Together we are having a lasting impact in building the kingdom of God-in wes
tucky! Reach out to our Office of Evangelization & Discipleship for training and growth opportunities.

Bringing
Messages

Truth and
Hope

By Rachel Hall, Office of Communications
We work hard totell the stories of others, toinform
and inspire in a way that is clear, transparent, and
true. It's a balancing act, using many different tools
and sources. We see this work as a vocation, a calling
to be messengers, as Fr. Corey Bruns reminde¢

. . . j RACHEL HALL | WKC
during our reflection day at St. Joseph in Bowli Bishop William F. Medley speaks at a press conference in St. Stephen Cathedral on May 8, 2025, following the
1711 I S TSRV oT (o [N [ GV W o [T (NG ELE N ST WY announcement of the election of Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost, who will go by Pope Leo XIV, as the 267th

Bishop of Rome. Riley Greif, diocesan digital media specialist, is seen third from the left.
our work and those of the archangels. (St. Gab : Y ¢ i

is the patron saint for communications.) Like them,
we are sent to bring messages of truth and hopeGood News alive in our communities. mailboxes. We do our best to lift stories high.

Our focus is to help people see the good Whether through social media, with our 6,900 No two days in the Office of Communications
happening in our diocese and to keep theRacebook followers, YouTube and other platformare alike. Behind one door, the next edition of The
informed, knowing that informed people becomer through our diocesan website, owensborodioce®éestern Kentucky Catholic is being edited. Outside
better formed in their faith. We are blessed witharg with over 6,400 users, we are always learnamgpther, the “On Air” sign might be lit as Bishop
beautiful, diverse diocese, made up of parishes and growing, seeking new ways to reach peoylédliam F. Medley records a video message. A third
schools with unique personalities, and we strivewibere they are. We publish a monthly newspapdnor may be closing as someone heads out to cover
bring these stories together so others can seeTthe Western Kentucky Catliwdit reaches 20,000

Continues on page 24
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Messages of Truth continued from page 23

the latest event.

We work closely with the pastoral ce
parishes, and schools to help promote the mis
of the local church. From translations, e
coverage, website management, social media
even email distribution, it all adds up to effec
communication in a fast-changing world. And to
that work matters more than ever.

Here’s a prayer for communication — now
is for you too, if you're writing, giving a speec
simply hoping to communicate better, pray al
with us:

A Prayer for Communicators

St. Gabriel, angel of the Lord,

who appeared with joyful announcements

and brought clarity that led to peace,

intercede for us as we stay steadfast

in our mission to spread the Good Word. COURTESY OF HOLY SPIRIT PARISH

Give us sharp minds, to find the words that @ &7 EETE G Ent =i el
. Barnstead, right, are seen at Holy
Wlse_and true. ] Spirit Parish in Bowling Green while
Give us hearts ready to give glory to God'’s bea sov=iilel izt NElifogel = e isile

; Pilgrimage  within the Diocese
Let_ us plant the see_ds that V\-II|| one day gro of Owensboro on Juy 3, 2024
Guide us to do all things in His holy narAenen

RILEY GREIF | WKC
Rachel Hall, director

of communications, We know that good communication starts with good listening. If you want
covers 2024 to connect — we’d love to hear from you! Email us at communications@
Rainbow Mass for pastoral.org, subscribe to our e-newsletter at https://owensborodiocese.org/e-

Catholic Schools . c .

newsletter, and follow the diocese on social media at
at the Owensboro
Sportscenter. Also

pictured is Flora Hall, . . : :
unof cial mascot The staff of the Of ce of Communications are Rachel Hall, director; Riley

of the Of ce of Grief, digital media specialist; and Elizabeth Wong Barnstead, editor of The
Communications. Western Kentucky Catholic and coordinator of diocesan publications.

facebook.com/DioceseOfOwensboro and instagram.com/owensborodiocese.
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Deposit and Loan Fund Fuels Millions in Growth

By Tom Lilly, Chancellor of the Diocese of Owensthatesville, where the community has raisesthools to parishes and miscellaneous ministries,
As our diocese continues to plan and groswer $12 million to begin the first phase of a nethe Catholic Church of western Kentucky is
resources for the future, parishes and scho#l€l2 school building that serves the surroundimgprking on infrastructure, expansion and growth
are doing the same. There are no shortagesamdas. In Knottsville it is a new parish hall arfdr the future.
building projects going on in the Catholic Churcloffices. In Union County, an effort is in place to All the activities around these projects involve
throughout western Kentucky. Parishes are requipgy off the $1 million debt for the St. John Paul Hoordination and communication between
to park nonoperational dollars in the Deposit LoaSchool that serves five parishes. St. Leo in Murtlag diocese and the respective ministry — and
Fund, which provides the cash flow money to hapworking to put the finishing touches on a negsometimes banking, insurance, construction
start new construction. Nearly 30 sites throughodewman Center, while St. Thomas Aquinaand financial institutions. All parish dollars that
the diocese have wrapped up or are in the midédNewman Center in Bowling Green recently hagktend beyond operational costs are required to
of/gearing up to renovate, expand or simply updaterious roofing repairs and built back after a firelb@ deposited in the Deposit/Loan account, since
their facilities. This number doesn’t even includen adjoining structure. Owensboro Catholic Higthat's where the cash flow funds most of the
the repairs to facilities that were hit by tornadoSchool is converting their small gym into a chapelork during construction. Meanwhile, ministry
hail and recent flooding. At this very moment, thand the Gasper River Catholic Youth Camp angledges are being collected over a 3-5 year pledge
diocese itself is working on a $2 million campaidretreat Center can finally accommodate twieriod. The system was instituted in the 1960s
to build apartments for retired priests behind thienes and bus traffic! St. Gianna, a new ministsg that one parish’s savings could help another
Carmel Home in Owensboro. to assist homeless mothers, has opened its dgmassh fund building projects during pledge
One of the largest efforts is occurring im Bowling Green. From rectories to parish hallsampaign periods.

List of communities considering, starting, completing building projects:

Blessed Mother, Owensboro
Diocesan Apartments for Retired
Priests

Gasper River, Bowling Green
Holy Name, Henderson
Immaculate, Owensboro
Owensboro Catholic High
Precious Blood, Owensboro
Resurrection, Dawson Springs
St. William, Knottsville

St. Mary of the Woods, Whitesville

St. Joseph, Bowling
Green

St. Joseph May eld

St. Jerome, Fancy Farm
St. Paul Princeton

St. Stephen, Owensboro
St. Thomas Aquinas,
Bowling Green

St. Leo, Murray

St. Francis DeSales,
Paducah

St. Thomas More,
Paducah

St. Giana, Bowling
Green

St. Mary, Franklin
St. Augustine, Reed
Immaculate
Conception,
Earlington

St. Benedict, Wax

ST JOHN PAUL Il DEBT
RELIEF:

St. Ann, Morgan eld

St. Ambrose, Henshaw
St Agnes, Uniontown
Sacred Heart, Waverly
St. Peter, Waverly

St Fracis Borgia, Sturgis

Continues on page 26
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SUSTANING THE MISSION

Ef ciently and Effectively Supporting Our Communities

By Tom Lilly, Chancellor

The numbers may be large and complicated, but our independent auditors have issued an unmodified
opinion—meaning they found the Diocese of Owenshoro’s financial statements to be presented fairly and
in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Diocesan finance staff track hundreds of
accounts, record nuanced designations, and try to be models of stewardship as money is the fuel that drives
efforts of ministry in our parishes, schools, shelters and other forms of support staff.

Income

For the last fiscal year, contributions and investments drove a $1.1 million surplus. The final expenditures
for the 2021 tornado that devastated areas of western Kentucky will be expended by the end of the 2026
calendar year. Because of the effective and efficient way tornado funds were administered, the diocese also
provided flood relief services for parts of eastern and western Kentucky, funded by designated contributions
and state/federal disaster relief dollars. The diocese received approximately $850,000 in grants, $700,000
from endowment income, and $600,000 from the Disciples Response Fund. Diocesan ministries do not
provide revenue, but are an essential component of the Catholic Church of Western Kentucky.

Another primary source of revenue is the $3.9 million in income from parish assessments. The
assessment percentage has not increased for seven years, mainly because of increased contributions and
strong investment returns. Because of the volatility of annual contributions, they are not dependable sources
of budgeted revenue, but the income from those investments has a significant impact on parish assessments.

Expenses

The primary work of the budget is to provide resources and support for the work of the Catholic Church
in the Diocese of Owensboro. Diocesan staff have some administrative roles, but nearly all of them are
available to schools and parishes to assist in the efforts of evangelization, education, parish support, and
faith formation. The major expenses are associated with support of youth and young adults at $1.5 million,
while vocations support is close to $800,000 per year. The diocese currently provides training opportunities
for parish staff, professional development for school and parish staff, and faith formation and support for
small group communities. All disaster relief expenses were covered by restricted giving and disaster aid.

As we continue our mission of spreading the Gospel, diocesan staff continue to seek ways to efficiently

and effectively be resources of support for parishes and schools throughout the,diocese. ELIZABETH WONG BARNSTEAD | WKC
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Operating Expenses by Ministry
Support of Parish & Diocesan Administration

Bishop
Review Board
Chancellor
Finance
HR
McRaith Catholic Center
Diocesan Properties
Technology
Fatih Formation
Faith Formation
Catholic Schools Of ce
Evangelization
Evangelization
Communications
Worship
Music
Marriage & Family Life
-Vocations
Seminarians
International Priest
Diaconate Programs
- Parish Grants & Charitable Works
Stewardship
Annual Appeal
Catholic Charities
Hispanic Ministry
Black Catholic Ministry
St. Benedict’s and Other Entities
- Youth, Young Adult & Campus Ministry
Safe Environment
Campus Ministry
Youth Ministry
Marian Shrine (Youth 2000)
Disaster Relief
Tornado Relief
Flood Relief

DIOCESE OF OWENSBORO | 2024-2025 IMPACT REPORT

Operating Income Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2024

Operating Expenses by Ministry Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2024

$1,370,901 , 14%

m Faith Formation

$524,257 , 5%

m Disaster Relief

As a part of the Diocese of Owensboro’s ongoing commitment to communication and accountability, this

report presents a brief summary of the nancial operations of the Chancery for scal year ended June

30, 2024. The information presented has been derived from the audited nancial statements and does

not include activities of parishes, missions, and schools of the Diocese. The complete audited nancial
statements are available for public inspection at www.owensborodiocese.org.

2024-2025
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Paying Kindness to Future Generations

By Tom Lilly, Chancellor of the Diocese of Owensboro
In the early 1990s the Diocese of Owenshoro
embarked on an education campaign that focused
on the future of Catholic Church ministries. As
leaders of faith, we should be as concerned with
what will happen in the future Church as we are
with what's happening in the Church today. In
many cases, leaders focus on their day-to-day issues.
But some attention should also be paid to paying
kindness forward for future generations.
What started out as $50,000 in 1991 has grown
to $42 million today from efforts that pay kindness
forward. The Catholic Foundation of Western
Kentucky supports 40 ministries throughout the
diocese who have established accounts with the
Foundation, and they receive over $2 million a year
in distributions. While $13 million supports the

ELIZABETH WONG BARNSTEAD | WKC

work of the diocese (seminarian education, religious CathOIIC Foundatlon Of WeStern KentUCky

education, and other parish resources), over $26
million is held in 36 accounts held for other
ministries that support schools, cemeteries, a
subsidizes parish efforts. Endowments distribute
5% of their income from their corpus each year in
addition to growing some 4%.

Endowments are part of the reason that the
diocesan assessment has not increased in over seven
years!

Generous individuals support their school and
parish endowments by purchasing charitable gift
annuities (earning an income from a gift) or making
it a beneficiary of their will or estate. A gift to the
Foundation is a gift that provides an annual income
to the benefiting ministry in perpetuity forever!

Endowment Acct. Balances
Balances at the end of of the day May 15, 2025

28
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Board Members, Catholic Foundation of
Western Kentucky

Bishop William F. Medley
Lonnie Crowdus, President
Julie Garvin, Vice President

Fr. Pat Reynolds, Vicar General
Tom Lilly, Secretary

Voting Board Members: Travis Girten, Scott
McCain, Harold Staples, Al Thompson, Kenny
Buckman, Amy Jackson, Harold Staples, Mark
Thompson

All Major Funds are represented on the Board.
For more information about the Foundation or
its Board Members, call Valeria Vessels at (270)
683-1545.

$42,258,434.03 RILEY GRIEF | WKC
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Queridos amigos, en Perd, Sudamérica. ciales al sacerdocio y a la vida consagrada.
Con el telon de fondo de este cambio histori Este informe de la misién de nuestra Iglesia es
Nuestro numero especial de informe de impaato, continuamos nuestro camino de discipuladma historia apasionante. Es una historia de la que
anual deEl Catdlico de Kentucky Occideddirin  misionero aqui en el oeste de Kentucky. Enconti@da persona esta llamada a formar parte. -Mien
da la oportunidad de observar el compromiso denfeds a nuestra Iglesia concluyendo un Avivamiettas leen esta historia en las siguientes péaginas,
diécesis y de nuestras parroquias en tantas buéhasaristico Nacional de tres afios, cuyo punto cuien para que estemos abiertos a escuchar nuestros

obras. minante fue el gran Congreso Eucaristico en Ingdropios llamados especiales.
Este afio, sin embargo, nuestra atencién sedmapolis el verano pasado, al que asistieron cientoEstoy muy orgulloso de la Di6cesis de Owens
dirigido a ver a la Iglesia catélica desde una visittnpersonas de la Diécesis de Owensboro. boro y agradezco a Dios por nuestra gente. Tengan

global. Desde hace varias semanas nos acostumbRronto se cumplirdn cuatro afios desde que [m® seguro mis oraciones por todos ustedes y les
mos a recibir informes diarios sobre la salud aaltastréficos tornados arrasaron el oeste de Kedo amablemente que oren por mi.
Papa Francisco. A la edad de 88 afios y con vdtioky. Nuestras Caridades Catdlicas continian co
problemas de salud cronicos, sufri6 una neumofdhorando con otras agencias y organizaciones par@inceramente suyo en Cristo,
doble. Su fuerte voluntad lo ayudo a salir del hayudar a los sobrevivientes a reconstruir sus vidas.
pital y regresar a su casa en la Ciudad del Vaticdtgie afio nuestra region también sufrid inunda
Durante la Semana Santa hizo multiples audienaiémnes histéricas, por lo que continuamos recon
publicas, pero su fragilidad era evidente para todsisuyendo hogares y vidas. Obispo William F. Medley
El Domingo de Pascua extendié su bendicion Los repetidos desafios del Papa Francisco didcesis de Owensboro
apostélica a los peregrinos reunidos en la Plazauwidar a los mas pequefios entre nosotros, los mi
San Pedro y en todo el mundo. El lunes de Pasguantes y refugiados del mundo, deben ser una me
por la mafiana nos enteramos de que el Papa Fdigia de nuestro discipulado. La eleccion del nombre
cisco habia muerto. Ledn por parte del Papa Ledn, inspirada por el Papa
Esto desencadené dias de luto, pero tambiénLagdn XlII que escribiBerum novaruona enciclica
alegria porque este buen hombre habia ido al ciedobre la doctrina social de la Iglesia, sefiala que €l
Poco después, la asamblea més diversa jaardbién nos hablard al mundo de llevar el Evangelio
reunida de cardenales de todo el mundo se reudi® Jesus a los pobres.
para orar y dialogar durante varios dias hasta formaBon miles los catequistas, lectores, ministros ex
un cénclave para elegir un nuevo Obispo de Rortraordinarios de la Sagrada Comunion y quienes vis
nuestro nuevo Papa. En el segundo dia del concleare a los enfermos y a los confinados en sus hogares
y después de soélo cuatro votaciones, el cardenral Rabllevan la luz de Cristo desde nuestras parroquias.
ert Francis Prevost fue presentado al mundo coBw verdad, la obra del discipulado nos esta confiada
el Papa Leon XIV. Y contra toda creencia popularadibdos. Unanse a mi en oracion para que los hom
es estadounidense, de hecho nacié en Estades biis y las mujeres escuchen y respondan al llamado
dos, aunque ha pasado gran parte de su ministexdraordinario del Sefior a discernir vocaciones espe
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El pueblo de Dios
es devoto y siempre
esta en camino

Por el Diacono Cristobal Gutiérrez, Oficina del Ministerio
Hispano/Latino

Queridos amigos de la Diécesis de Owensboro:
muchas gracias por el continuo apoyo que muchos
de ustedes brindan de diversas maneras para
gue la didcesis continde creciendo y sosteniendo

su acercamiento pastoral a través del ministerio
hispano/latino. Especialmente ahora, durante vamor a Jesus en la Eucaristia. Esto fue especialmarieeen hogares y fuera de las instalaciones

momento dificil de prueba e incertidumbre paraerto cuando la Peregrinacién Eucaristica Naciodal la iglesia, amigables para aquellos que
tantas familias inmigrantes en nuestra diocesis,pas6 por nuestra diécesis y los catdlicos hisparmszas estaban distantes o dudaban en venir
amor, sus oraciones y su apoyo significan muchdatinos tuvieron la oportunidad de celebraa un edificio o salén de la iglesia.

El Papa Francisco sera recordado y extrafiddgociones y queridas tradiciones de fe. Estoy agradecido a todos, incluyendo
por los hispanos/latinos por muchas razones yEl Papa Francisco en su encicli®angelii nuestra maravillosa oficina de
conexiones, pero para el propésito de este infor@audium nos recordd: “Cada cristiano y cadeomunicaciones, por este increible
de impacto de 2024, me gustaria mencionar alguoomunidad discernira cual es el camino que ieforme de impacto anual y por su apoyo
aspectos relacionados con él, que durante el ultiBerior le pide, pero todos somos invitados a acegtamor por este ministerio. Al abrazar con
aflo han motivado al pueblo de Dios en nuesteste llamado: salir de la propia comodidad alegria el papado de nuestro nuevo Santo
diécesis. atreverse a llegar a todas las periferias que neceBadre, el Papa Leén XIV, la comunidad

Los catélicos hispanos/latinos siempre estamladuz del Evangelio” (EG #20). En relacién conhgbpana/latina de nuestra  didcesis
agradecidos de participar en diversas procesiohdsamiento Eucaristico Nacional, nuestra didces@tinuara contribuyendo generosamente y
y eventos eucaristicos en nuestra diocesis.loBlivio a través de la iniciativa de Hechos 2,42mpartiendo sus muchos talentos, alegria,
Avivamiento Eucaristico Nacional nos bendijo cdfsta foment6 el discipulado misionero mediante y profundo amor por la Iglesia.
la renovacion y el fortalecimiento de la devocién yalformacion de pequefias comunidades basadas en
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ELIZABETH WONG BARNSTEAD | WKC
(Left to right) Fr. Mike Williams and Fr. John Vaughan concelebrate Bishop Medley's May 19 Mass of Thanksgiving for Pope Leo XIV.

On the Horizon for 2025-2026

By WKC Staff with Bishop Medley,” will take place from September 2025
As we continue celebrating the Jubilee 2025, wiih May 2026 and includes an accompanying booklet to
its theme of Pilgrims of Hope, you are encourageddoide parish small group discussions.
continue participating in our diocesan observancesAnother project includes the campaign launched this
like visiting the parish pilgrimage sites (St. Stephgpring to finally build an established retirement home for
Cathedral, St. Romuald Parish in Hardinsburg, St. Leor senior priests. As our stewardship & development
Parish in Murray, St. Francis de Sales Parish in Padudalector, Valeria Vessels, shares on page 4 of this specia
the Marian Shrine at St. Joseph Parish in Bowliigsue, our priests have walked us through many of life’s most
Green, and Holy Redeemer Parish in Beaver Damgcred moments. This campaign seeks to provide dedicated
Don't forget that “passport” booklets are available anesidences for our priests who have retired after offering

can be stamped at each location. their lives to our Church.
This coming year, our Diocese of Owensboro hasAt the other end of the journey, the diocese will be
several exciting new initiatives on the horizon. welcoming incoming vocations director Fr. Corey Bruns on

One project continues the concept of Acts 2:42,Jaine 10. As Fr. Bruns shared in an interview for the May issue
small group video reflections program that our parishasthe WKC, he hopes to demonstrate that the priesthood
have enjoyed for the past two years, but will now foeuns religious life are “a life that's worth living, a life that's
on delving into the Sacred Scriptures. In collaboratiavorth choosing” and that “we’re all called to be saints and
with the Office of Evangelization & Discipleship, théring as many people to heaven as possible.”

Office of Communications will produce a monthly Please pray for our diocese that, as Pope Leo stated,
video reflection from Bishop Medley on the fourthve may continue facing the unique challenges of our 21st
Sunday of each month. This series, called “In the Wardntury as we continue on a journey of hgpe.



